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Our Methodology



“Tell me and i will forget. 
Show me and i will remember.  
Involve me and i will understand. 
Step back and i will act.”
Old Chinese proverb

CO-CREATION



At a time when 
technology allows us to 

work anywhere… 
we all want to be 

somewhere
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INVESTMENT –
NEW 

FUNDAMENTALS

THE  
CREATIVE 
ECONOMY

WELLBEING – 
RETURN TO  
CITY LIVING 

PLACEMAKING IS IMPORTANT…



The case studies



Granary Square, Kings Cross



Francis Crick Institute

British Library

Google 

The Guardian

Granary Square, Kings Cross
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What was the result?



Residential impact (2011-2016)
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WHAT WAS THE RESULT? 



VALUE CANNOT BE 
BOUGHT… 

IT HAS TO BE CREATED

THE HUMAN 
EXPERIENCE IS 
FUNDAMENTAL

PLACEMAKING  
IS ALL ABOUT CONTEXT

WHAT HAVE  
WE LEARNED?



EVERYONE WANTS 
PROGRESS - NO 
ONE WANTS 
CHANGE. 

Søren Kirkegaard 
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Before Place  –  Place is made





Place  –  Place is value
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how can we 

CHANGE
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LIVEABILITY 
IS ESSENTIAL TO THE ECONOMIC VIABILITY OF CITIES & INVESTMENTS 



34



“Insanity is this: 
doing the same thing 

over and over again 

and expecting different 
results.”

Albert Einstein



People don’t change their behaviour when you tell them to;

People change when the context makes it easy!







HOW TO MAKE A PEOPLE CENTRED CITY



NOT THEORY BUT REAL CHANGE



Panfilov street – by Astana Square 2014
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‘LA DOLCE VITA’
what is it that makes a place the kind of place that we want to spend time in
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WHAT MAKES A LIVEABLE CITY? 



PEOPLE PEOPLE PEOPLE



THE HUMAN SCALE
People centric planning
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THE HUMAN SCALE
People centric planning
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THE HUMAN SCALE
People centric planning
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“In the past man has been 
first, in the future the 
system must be first..........”

Frederick Winslow Taylor  1856 - 1915

{{PD-old}}



TIME=MONEY





TAYLORISM APPROACH TO PLACE





Courtesy of David Rudlin URBED



WHY SEND A
POSTCARD?





 Courtesy of Robert Adam © 



 Courtesy of Robert Adam © 











MARINI - URBANISMO
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Gehl — Making Cities for People

THE DENSITY QUESTION
 how to efficiently deal with the rapid growth of your city!
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WHAT KIND OF CITY DO YOU WANT?



A CITY OF HIGHWAYS 



A CITY OF STREETS 



THE VISION THING!MARINI - URBANISMO
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WHAT CAN SUCCESS LOOK LIKE
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How could Copenhagen change from being a car dominated city to 
the bicycle city it is today? 



87
From car invasion…….



88
From car invasion…….to people place
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  New York is turning people friendly!

Place Making is about the economy stupid!



Times Square 
consists of 

 
!89%  

road space 
!
!11% !

people space!



Times Square - before 



Times Square - after 
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New York City Manhattan, Population: 1.63 million

17% improvement in travel times

11% increase in pedestrian activity

74% say Time Square has improved dramatically

84% increase in stationary activities

42% of locals now shop more often

63% decrease in injuries

80% fewer pedestrians walking in roadway





CITY CENTER OF MOSCOW CITY OF MOSCOW – METROPOLITAN AREA 

STROGINO VDNKH 

STUDY AREA: MOSCOW CITY CENTRE 







KEY RECOMMENDATIONS: CELEBRATE UNIQUE QUALITIES 





THANK YOU FOR LISTENING 
          @riccardomar 

      @urban4living_




